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Thank you to our 
Premium Sponsors
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Agenda
• CO’s Budget Forecast 

• Fighting for Our Schools

• Charter Funding

• Federal Tax Credit Information
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The state of Colorado’s Education Funding

Colorado’s Budget 

Forecast
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Today’s economic forecast is 
nothing short of devastating.”

— Vice-Chair Jeff Bridges

The March Revenue Forecast is the final, and most consequential, forecast that will 
determine the state budget.

While projections vary slightly across forecasts, the overall outlook has worsened, with 
the budget shortfall now approaching $1.5 billion (even after JBC-approved cuts).

This will have real implications for K–12 funding. Schools should plan accordingly and 
budget conservatively.



The state of Colorado’s Education Funding
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● Disagreement remains on the root cause 

of the deficit—Democrats point to 

TABOR constraints and the recent 

federal tax law; Republicans point to 

state spending growth.

● Regardless of cause, the deficit is 

structural and expected to persist

without significant policy changes.

● Ongoing fiscal pressure raises real 

uncertainty about continued implementation 

of the new funding formula.

● Balancing the budget will require meaningful 

cuts across state programs, including 

education.

● While leadership from both parties remains 

committed to protecting K–12, the severity 

of the outlook makes full protection 

increasingly difficult.

Colorado’s Budget 

Forecast



Takeaway:

Schools should plan accordingly 

and budget conservatively.



Afton, Managing Partner; Chicago, IL

Carrie Stewart
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Defense: 
Protecting 
Charter School 
Funding and 
Autonomy



The League’s Policy Agenda & Bills
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CSI Mill Levy Equalization: Despite the difficult budget 

situation, the legislature is on track to bring in $55 million for 

MLE Fund for our CSI Schools.

Part-time enrichment: Legislators are looking at cutting 

funding from .5 to .25. The League has been at the forefront of 

advocating to protect funding.

Charter Capital Construction: In 2024, Colorado General 

Assembly authorized over $65 million to Charter Capital 

Construction over 2028-29. We are committed to protecting this 

funding. 

Protecting Autonomy: Defeating and amending bills that 

encroach upon charter autonomy and flexibility (i.e, 26-1094, 

26-103, etc). 

Per-Pupil Funding: We are working to ensure that the 

transition to the state’s new school funding formula is 

implemented fairly and responsibility for charter schools. 

Fighting on Multiple Fronts



Fighting for Funding

We’re advocating for 

similar mechanisms 

to what districts 

negotiated for as 

part of last year’s 

HB25-1320

Funding that works for charter schools

We are also working to ensure that the transition to 

the state’s new school funding formula is 

implemented fairly and responsibly for charter 

schools. While we continue to support the new 

formula and its appropriate emphasis on student-

based, “backpack” funding, we also recognize that 

the transition to that in the charter context needs to 

be handled in the right way. That’s why we’re 

advocating for similar transition mechanisms to 

what districts negotiated for themselves as part of 

last year’s HB25-1320 debate (greater of either 

new formula or a transitional hold harmless). 

Additionally, the League has worked to amend or 

defeat several proposals that would negatively 

impact charter schools (i.e. 26-1094). We will 

continue closely monitoring legislation that could 

create new regulatory burdens or have financial 

implications for the charter sector.
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Charter Funding: Prateek Dutta

2024: New, 
more student-

focused 
school funding 

formula 
adopted by the 
state; first new 
formula in 30 

years

Realization 

that new 

funding 

formula and 

Charter 

Schools Act 

don’t “talk”

2024

April 2025

Spring 2025

Temporary 

compromise adopted 

as part of the School 

Finance Act to largely 

hold status quo in 

place for this year; 

direction for General 

Assembly to consult 

with CLCS and CASE 

in formulating more 

long-term solution 

moving forward

Charter Funding Background 
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Charter Funding: Prateek Dutta

Charter Funding Fix: Principles & Research 

1. Students over systems, yes

2. But how do we do this in a way that responsibly unwinds 30 years’ worth of diverse 

charter funding arrangements

3. Schools that would benefit should, those that might not should have access to similar 

phase-in provisions to what districts negotiated for themselves

4. The typical charter today is still only receiving funding at a level that enables them to 

spend at 81% of the standard TPS

https://momentum-sr.org/resources/?tag_slug=charter-facilities&tag_id=50
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Charter Funding: Prateek Dutta
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Charter Funding: Prateek Dutta

Charter Funding Fix: Charter Representatives

• Jen Douglas, Peak to Peak, Boulder

• Jamie Nims, Two Rivers, Roaring Fork

• Nick Plantan, DSST, Denver/Aurora

• Ian Stout, Loveland Classical 

• (League board treasurer)

• Nicole Wetzel, Global Village Academy –

Dougco, Aurora, Thornton (League board chair)
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Charter Funding: Prateek Dutta

Charter Funding Fix: Latest Status 

1. Agreement in principle on new formula yes but paired 

with “responsible transition” 

2. Pushing for what districts negotiated for themselves: 

Greater of either new formula percentage OR old 

formula + 1% for each individual charter throughout 

years of the transition 

3. Not entirely sure yet where it’s going to land, 

particularly in light of yesterday’s revenue forecast
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Federal Tax Credit

Eligibility for scholarships will be limited to 

students whose family income is below 300% of 

their area median income. Recipients may only 

use the funds for qualified expenses, including: 
● Tuition, fees, books, supplies, other equipment, 

academic tutoring, and special needs services for 

special needs beneficiaries 

● Room and board, uniforms, transportation, and 

supplementary items and services (including 

extended day programs) if these expenses are 

required or provided by a public, private, or religious 

school in connection with enrollment or attendance; 

and

● Computer technology, equipment, or internet access 

and related services if used by the beneficiary and 

the beneficiary's family during any of the years the 

beneficiary is in elementary or secondary school.

Scholarship Granting Organizations

On July 4, 2025, the FY2025 reconciliation act, 
commonly referred to as the One Big Beautiful Bill 
Act, was signed into law. The law created a 
federally funded tax credit scholarship program for 
elementary and secondary education that will be 
effective beginning on January 1, 2027. 

Under the program, taxpayers will be eligible to 
receive a tax credit of up to $1,700 if they 
contribute to certain scholarship granting 
organizations (SGOs). These organizations will be 
required to use these contributions to grant 
scholarships to students at private and public 
elementary and secondary schools located within 
their states.
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Federal Tax Credit

Scholarship Granting Organizations

● By January 1 each year, participating states must submit to the U.S. Secretary of the 

Treasury a list of eligible Granting Organizations (SGOs) operating within the state. 

Scholarship

● Governor Jared Polis has signaled Colorado’s intent to opt into the program.

● The League is examining all avenues to ensure charter schools fully access and benefit from 

this opportunity.

● Currently, the Department of Treasury is writing the regulations on this provision. Once it is 

finalized, we will have better clarity as to how charter schools are impacted. 
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Contact Us

President 
Dan Schaller   |   dschaller@coloradoleague.org

Great Schools Colorado

Dawna Taylor   |   dtaylor@coloradoleague.org

ADVOCACY + POLICY

Grassroots Advocacy 

Anne Keke   |   advocacy@clcsaction.org 

Legislation + Policy 

Prateek Dutta   |   advocacy@coloradoleague.org

Civic Affairs + CLCS Action

Kyle DeBeer   |   advocacy@clcsaction.org

MEMBERSHIP + WEBSITE

General Questions  |  web@coloradoleague.org

SCHOOL SERVICES

Board Training, School HR + Enrollment Growth 

Bill Knous   |   growth@coloradoleague.org

Business and Operations Support
Jennifer Larson   |   business@coloradoleague.org 

Academics & Exceptional Education  

Karolina Villagrana   |   academic@coloradoleague.org

GRANTS + OTHER

Great Schools Colorado (CSP)

Tanesha Bell   |   greatschools@coloradoleague.org

League Operations + Finance

Mark Heffner   |   accounting@coloradoleague.org

Communications, Events + PR
Pete Mason   |   communications@coloradoleague.org



Thank you.
Please take our 2026 

member survey 
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