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Updates & Year-End Highlights

DAN SCHALLER

President



Across virtually every major revenue 
stream, we successfully either maintained 
or increased funding for our schools. This 
included a 3.6% increase to PPR, more 
than $5 million in additional funding for 
CSI Equalization, and millions of dollars 
in PERA savings for DPS charters. It 
also included protecting charters against 
threatened losses to at-risk supplemental 
resources, PPR, and part-time enrichment 
program funding.

“The League 
Preserves/Advances Charter 
Funding Across All Major 
Revenue Streams”

https://coloradoleague.org/e/t/c/35FFD286-2161-4217-A7EAA7B50D69BA61/?link=2E5EFADE-CA2C-43A6-A53CBF2DBFD26AF8
https://coloradoleague.org/e/t/c/35FFD286-2161-4217-A7EAA7B50D69BA61/?link=895CFFA8-77D9-4E43-86FF1FEC6F038ADC
https://coloradoleague.org/e/t/c/35FFD286-2161-4217-A7EAA7B50D69BA61/?link=895CFFA8-77D9-4E43-86FF1FEC6F038ADC


League efforts delivered over $100 million in 

new federal funding to Colorado charters. $68 
million of that came in the form of the new CSP 
grant (what we’re now calling Great Schools 

Colorado), while another $36 million resulted 
from our push last year to get the state to commit 

to over $65 million in new charter facilities 
funding over the next five years. That state 
commitment unlocked the $36M in federal 

match, which is now being distributed via 
CDE’s Charter School Facility Assistance 

Program.

“League Efforts Lead to 
Historic Federal 
Investments in Colorado 
Charters”

https://coloradoleague.org/e/t/c/35FFD286-2161-4217-A7EAA7B50D69BA61/?link=629AB2BE-3640-4F6E-803A6DDBE7841FA5
https://coloradoleague.org/e/t/c/35FFD286-2161-4217-A7EAA7B50D69BA61/?link=629AB2BE-3640-4F6E-803A6DDBE7841FA5
https://coloradoleague.org/e/t/c/35FFD286-2161-4217-A7EAA7B50D69BA61/?link=B1D8CDAD-0F10-46E7-9E15A769A600F8DB
https://coloradoleague.org/e/t/c/35FFD286-2161-4217-A7EAA7B50D69BA61/?link=B1D8CDAD-0F10-46E7-9E15A769A600F8DB


Recognizing the unique challenges that Colorado 

charters often face regarding facilities, we 
continually seek ways to enhance the landscape 
for our schools. This year, that took the form of an 

increase to the cap on the state’s Moral Obligation 
Program. Without an increase, we would have 

quickly hit the limit, and no more schools would 
have been able to take advantage of this 
program’s significant cost-saving features. With it, 

we’ve now reached the point where the state can 
back up $1 billion in charter private market 

bonds, adding to the more than $ 100 million in 
interest savings that this program has afforded 
Colorado’s charters over the past 20 years.

“The League Helps Colorado 
Charters Move Forward on 
Facilities with $250M Gain to 
Moral Obligation Cap”

https://coloradoleague.org/e/t/c/35FFD286-2161-4217-A7EAA7B50D69BA61/?link=BB3901C7-0D81-42A5-90AA6B26E8477182
https://coloradoleague.org/e/t/c/35FFD286-2161-4217-A7EAA7B50D69BA61/?link=BB3901C7-0D81-42A5-90AA6B26E8477182


It’s easy to forget, but back in the fall, the League’s 

sister 501(c)(4) – CLCS Action – played a significant 

role in helping ward off the first anti-charter 

majority in the history of Colorado’s State Board 

of Education. As the appellate body that hears all 

cases involving disputes between charters and their 

districts, a loss in the November State Board 

election could have had disastrous consequences 

for the sector. Additionally, as a direct result of the 

League’s proactive work with partners and elected 

officials to keep such proposals off the table, no 

broad anti-charter legislation even made it to 

draft paper during the 2025 session.

“The League Fends off 
Anti-Charter Majorities and 
Anti-Charter Legislation”

https://coloradoleague.org/e/t/c/35FFD286-2161-4217-A7EAA7B50D69BA61/?link=793F1429-8F85-446F-9DA29917F835D5D2
https://coloradoleague.org/e/t/c/35FFD286-2161-4217-A7EAA7B50D69BA61/?link=793F1429-8F85-446F-9DA29917F835D5D2


The League took an important first step this 

session in reducing burdensome 
requirements and regulations by reforming 
the UIP process. Additionally, two bills introduced 

this cycle aimed to establish a statewide policy 
on cell phone use in schools and a process for 

removing and displaying library resources. In 
both cases, the League worked closely with 
sponsors to amend the bills, allowing local 

charter boards to create their own policies 
rather than being subject to those of the 

authorizing district or the state.

“While Advancing Regulatory 
Relief, the League Protects 
Charter Autonomy”

https://coloradoleague.org/e/t/c/35FFD286-2161-4217-A7EAA7B50D69BA61/?link=A1D70087-886B-4685-94D2AFCCF9692253
https://coloradoleague.org/e/t/c/35FFD286-2161-4217-A7EAA7B50D69BA61/?link=1CE3F2C8-1E86-467B-8CD4D2181A22F491


1. Preserved or Advanced Charter Funding

Increasing Per-Pupil Funding: The League supported HB25-1320 and 

the phasing in of the new formula. This will invest more than $500 million 

in additional funding to K-12. Next year, this means an average per-pupil 

funding increase of 3.6%.

Increasing the Moral Obligation Cap: The League successfully 

advocated to increase the cap on the Moral Obligation Program by $250 

million, bringing the total to $1 billion.

Increasing CSI Equalization Funding: The state budget fully funds the 

CSI Mill Levy Equalization Fund, in large part because of the League’s 

advocacy in a budget where there was a $1.2 billion shortfall, we 

increased CSI mill levy equalization by over $5 million. 

$500M

$250M

$5M



1. Preserved or Advanced Charter Funding

At-Risk Supplemental: The at-risk supplemental funding, which impacts 

dozens of charter schools across the state, was eliminated by the 

committee that writes the budget. The League successfully advocated for 

an amendment to the School Finance Act that will restore the entire $7 

million next year.

PERA True Up: HB 25-1105 reduces DPS’ employer contribution rate by 

3% to align with PERA. This change will save charter schools hundreds of 

thousands of dollars in Denver.

$7M

$ Savings



Ending Education Deserts



Parental Engagement

KYLE DeBEER
VP of Civic Affairs



May 2025 

Pathway to Share Parent/Guardian Email 

Addresses with the League

● School designates parent email addresses as directory information.

● School provides notice of directory information policy and opt-out process to 
families.

● Following the opt-out period, the League requests a list of parent/guardian 
email addresses from the school.

 



The Supreme Court Case

DAN SCHALLER

President



The Work So Far
• Passed proactive legislation two years ago 

clarifying the public-school nature of Colorado 
charter schools

• Joined 22 other state associations across the 
country on a bipartisan amicus brief before the 
Supreme Court, emphasizing the public-school 
nature of charter schools

• Recruited multiple school leaders, parents, and 
past Colorado governors to sign other amicus briefs 
before the court, also focused on explaining charter 
schools and the unintended consequences an 
adverse ruling could have on millions of charter 
school families across the country

• Currently involved in extensive scenario 
planning to come up with plans for how we will 
respond to protect our schools and the sector, no 
matter what decision SCOTUS makes



Today’s Panel

Karega Rausch

NACSA

Jed Wallace

CharterFolk

Dale Chu

DC Strategies



▪ The current case before the Supreme Court 
grows out of a series of cases where the 
court has ruled that it is unconstitutional to 
bar religious schools from benefitting from, 
or participating in, private school options 
that a state may support.

▪ Essentially, the court has ruled that states do 
not have to have voucher or ESA programs, 
but if they do, they may not discriminate 
against religious entities that may want to 
participate in those programs.

▪ In the context of those cases, justices and 
lawyers began surmising that the same 
rationale used to force states to include 
religious entities in private school choice 
programs could be made applicable to 
charter schools.

▪ It was a development that allowed some to 
“see the writing on the wall.”  The Supreme 
Court was going to take on this issue.  The St. 
Isadore case confirmed it.



▪ The case in Oklahoma has gone through many 
legal twists and turns.  Ultimately the state 
authorizer decided to deny the application of 
St. Isadore to operate an online charter 
school.  

▪ Its argument was that allowing a religious 
entity to operate a charter school would 
violate the state’s constitution which 
stipulates that public education must be 
nonsectarian.

▪ St. Isadore appealed to the Supreme Court, 
which accepted the case.  Normally the court 
does not accept cases it does not wish to 
overturn.

▪ One Justice – Amy Comey Barret – has 
recused herself due to her prior work at 
Notre Dame on this topic.

▪ A 4-4 split on the court would let stand the 
OK authorizer’s decision to deny the 
application of St. Isadore.



▪ The religious liberty advocates make their case 
succinctly:  A state doesn’t have to have a charter 
school law, but if it does, it may not discriminate 
against religious entities wanting to participate. 

▪ An important part of their argument is that 
charter schools are not state actors but are 
private entities.

▪ A finding that charter schools are not state actors 
could have “Titanic and iceberg” ramifications.  
Nearly all states, Colorado included, have worked 
for decades to ensure that charter schools are 
public schools.

▪ A finding that charter schools are private could 
have massive adverse impact, endangering 
charter school funding, access to public 
retirement systems, and many other 
consequences.

▪ As such, the National Alliance has been leading a 
legal effort to protect charter schools.  The 
League has contributed to that effort.



▪ A challenge is that charter schools have never fit 
neatly into pre-existing boxes of “publicness” and 
“privateness.”

▪ In an important prior case involving Amtrak, the 
court ruled that, for a private entity to be defined 
as a state actor, the entity must have been created 
by statute and must have a majority of its board 
appointed by the state.

▪ The religious liberty advocates want the court to 
apply a rigid interpretation of the Amtrak case to 
charter schools.

▪ Were a rigid interpretation to be applied to 
charter schools, it could result in a fundamental 
compromise of charter school autonomy and our 
ability to continue serving students well.

▪ The Alliance, the League and many other parties 
have filed amicus briefs showing that the overall 
charter school recipe – public authorizers, open 
meeting requirements, accountability – 
demonstrates that charter schools are state 
actors.



▪ Much reporting on the oral arguments before the 
court has surmised that the court was clearly 
supportive of St. Isadore.  But experts focused on the 
detail of the discussion, see otherwise.

▪ The court is evenly split.  Most believe the decision 
will come down to the views of Chief Justice Roberts.

▪ In oral arguments, he started off questioning whether 
the private school cases are applicable to this one 
because the state’s involvement in authorizing 
charter schools is much greater than allowing private 
schools to benefit from programs providing wood 
chips to cover playgrounds.

▪ Generally, his questions went unanswered.  It leaves 
many believing the key issues before the court remain 
“dangling.”

▪ With the League having done extensive proactive 
work to ensure that charter schools are public, 
Colorado’s sector is in a relatively strong position, but 
further change could be necessary.

▪ The court will decide in late June or early July. 



Today’s Panel

Karega Rausch

NACSA

Jed Wallace

CharterFolk

Dale Chu

DC Strategies



CONTACT US

Online at: coloradoleague.org > about > who we are > league staff

.

President 

Dan Schaller   |   dschaller@coloradoleague.org

Chief of Staff / VP School Services

Dawna Taylor   |   dtaylor@coloradoleague.org

ADVOCACY AND POLICY

  Grassroots Advocacy 

  Anne Keke   |   advocacy@clcsaction.org 

Legislation and Policy 

  Prateek Dutta   |   advocacy@coloradoleague.org

Civic Affairs and CLCS Action

  Kyle DeBeer   |   advocacy@clcsaction.org

SCHOOL SERVICES

  Board Training, School HR, & Enrollment Growth 

  Bill Knous   |   boardtraining@coloradoleague.org

Business and Operations Support

  Bill Knous   |   business@coloradoleague.org 

Academics & Exceptional Education  

  Karolina Villagrana   |   academic@coloradoleague.org

GRANTS & OTHER

  Great Schools Colorado (CSP)

  Tanesha Bell   |   greatschools@coloradoleague.org

League Operations & Finance

  Mark Heffner   |   renewals@coloradoleague.org 

Communications, Events & PR

  Pete Mason   |   communications@coloradoleague.org



charter411@coloradoleague.org

Townhall Survey

surveymonkey.com/r/CLCS-training

THANK YOU
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