
TOWN HALL
November 21, 2025

[Axis International Academy]



Thank you to our Premium Sponsors

Welcome
RENAME — “your name, school”
CHAT — when you can
MUTE — while not speaking

[Flagstaff Academy]



Preliminary Policy Priorities
  Prateek Dutta
  VP of Policy, for the League, and CLCS Action

Facilities Research Overview
  Jim Griffin + Brooke Quisenberry
  Momentum Strategy and Research

Facilities Advocacy
  Kyle DeBeer, VP Civic Affairs + League Member Guests

SFIG + CSP
  Paola Paga, Director of Charter Schools, CDE

  Tanesha Bell, GSC Project Director, the League

TODAY’S 

AGENDA

Forward Together

Current + past recordings available online at 
coloradoleague.org/events/event-calendar/town-halls.html



Preliminary Policy Priorities

Prateek Dutta
VP of Policy, for the League and CLCS Action



House: 
Democrats control 43-22

Political Context

Senate: 
Democrats control 23-12

The state is looking at another $1 billion budget shortfall. Governor and legislature want to 

protect education from cuts, but we will not get finality now until later this Spring. 

Governor Polis and Speaker McCluskie are in their final year.

Republicans lost two key leaders (Lundeen and Pugliese), but Minority Leader Caldwell is a strong charter 

school supporter.

With the election year approaching, some elected officials will be more hesitant to take on risky policies.



Rough Draft Proactive Policy 2026

1) DEFENSE

2) Regulatory Relief – repeal duplicative mandates

3) “Education Deserts” – Alternate Pathways to success, including Task Force and 

Ballot Pathway

4) Facilities: Bond equity for charter schools

5) Charter Funding Fix - Aligning new funding formula to charter schools

Ballot Measure: 



Policy Description Current Status

Regulatory Relief
Repeal rules/regulations that 
are outdated or burdensome. 

Have Sponsors in Senate and 
House

Charter Funding Fix
Clarifying how the new 
funding formula applies to 
charter schools. 

In discussions with key 
stakeholders. Speaker’s office 
very interested

Authorizing reform in low-
performing areas

President Coleman and 
Governor Polis are committed 
to “Education Deserts” 
concept. 

Looking at other pathways, 
including creating a 
”taskforce” or going to the 
ballot in 2026. 

Bond Equity

How do ensure charters are 
included at the beginning and 
be more transparent with 
voters

Have Senate sponsors, looking 
at finding sponsors in the 
House. 



Facilities Research Overview

Jim Griffin + Brooke Quisenberry
Momentum Strategy and Research















Facilities Advocacy
What’s your story?

Amy Tracy
Principal

Aurora Academy Charter School

Rob Daugherty
Chief Executive Officer

James Irwin Charter Schools

Ian Stout
 Executive Director

Loveland Classical Schools







Closing the 
Facilities Gap

How will you participate?
www.surveymonkey.com/r/advocacy-clcs-2025



Paola Paga 

 Director of Charter Schools, CDE

Tanesha Bell 

 GSC Project Director, League

State Facilities Incentive Grant (SFIG)
 + Great Schools Colorado (CSP)













































State Facilities Incentive Grant (SFIG)
 + Great Schools Colorado (CSP)

Paola Paga 

 Director of Charter Schools, CDE

Tanesha Bell 

 GSC Project Director, League



Great Schools Colorado (GSC) - Charter 
Schools Program (CSP) Grant
FY24 State Entity (SE) Award: $68.1M (awarded October 2024) + $9.3M Supplemental Award (approved 
September 2025)

Grant Duration & Allocation:
• 5 Years (60 months)

o   90% → Subgrants to eligible applicants
o   ≥7% → Technical assistance to schools & authorizers

o   ≤3% → State administration

Purpose of the Grant:
• Support new charter school openings

• Support the replication and expansion of high-quality charter schools

• Provide technical assistance to applicants and authorizing agencies

• Strengthen authorizing quality, including fiscal oversight and auditing

Grant Objectives:
1) Increase high-quality charter schools & seats statewide, with emphasis on academic outcomes for 

educationally disadvantaged and at-risk students.

2) Improve the quality and impact of Colorado’s charter school sector, supporting overall school quality and 
improvement.



Subgrant Award Plan & Results

Subgrant Funding Structure
• Awards up to $2,000,000 per school across planning and implementation years

• Funds are fully obligated in Year 1 to support the full multi-year scope

• Spending expectations reflect each school’s three-year budget and GSC-CSP review results

Original Subgrant Award Plan (FY25–FY29)
• Proposed waiver of 6 schools previously awarded under CDE’s CCSP grant for Continuation of funding in 

FY25 (Grant Year 1)

• Proposed 5 schools in FY25 (Grant Year 1), expanding to 6–7 awards per year in Years 2–4

• Award projections each year included: New, Expansion, and Replication slots

Year 1 Modification & Updated Award Pipeline (To advance Objective 1)

• Increased slots for New School and High-Quality Expansion awards due to higher-than-expected demand 
and strong applicant eligibility

• Deferred the High-Quality Replication slot to a later fiscal year

• Revised FY25 result: 15 competitive awards, instead of 5 originally planned; +5 continuation awards 

Total Cycle 1 Awardees: 20



Subgrant Award Amounts

Cycle 1 Award Ranges:
• The full awards span from approximately $425,000 to $2 million, which represents the allowable maximum 

under the FY24 CSP SE grant.

New School Awards:
• New schools require the most intensive planning, staffing, facility preparation, curriculum development, and early 

operational needs.

• As a result, the minimum award for this group exceeds $1 million, and several applicants reached the $2 
million cap. This pattern aligns with national CSP trends: planning-year needs drive higher early-year 
investment.

Expansion Awards:
• Expansion grants support the addition of grades, seats, or specialized programs within existing high-quality 

charter schools.

• Approximately $514K to $1.83M because expansions vary significantly in scope.

• Some schools expanded by grade level; others added full programmatic pathways or new facility capacity.

Continuation Awards:
• These awards were not full $2M planning-to-implementation packages; instead, they reflect remaining award 

balances and allowable continuation-year activities.



Geographic Distribution

Cycle 1 awardees represent a broad statewide footprint across Colorado, including urban, 
suburban, rural, and mountain communities.

Front Range / Metro Denver Mountain & Western Slope Rural / Small Communities

• Aurora (4)
• Brighton
• Colorado Springs
• Commerce City
• Fort Collins
• Golden 
• Littleton
• Parker
• Westminster

• Fairplay
• Grand Junction
• Longmont / Foothills
• Montrose
• Steamboat Springs

• Colorado Springs / Rural 
boundary (2)

• Elizabeth



Educational Models 
Represented

Cycle 1 awardees showcase a diverse set of 
educational models, reflecting the statewide 
landscape of innovative and high-demand 
schools.

Cycle 1 Cohort

• Classical Education College Prep

• Community-Based

• Core Knowledge

• Expeditionary / Project-Based Learning

• Innovation / Alternative

• Language / Cultural / Global Focus 

• Montessori

• STEM/STEAM



Join us for Advocacy Day
Thursday, Jan 29  |   8:30AM – 1:30PM  |  State Capitol

Stronger Together

SPONSORED BY





Online at coloradoleague.org > about > who we are > league staff

 President 

      Dan Schaller   |   dschaller@coloradoleague.org

 Chief of Staff / VP School Services

      Dawna Taylor   |   dtaylor@coloradoleague.org

 ADVOCACY + POLICY

      Grassroots Advocacy 
      Anne Keke   |   advocacy@clcsaction.org 

Legislation + Policy 

      Prateek Dutta   |   advocacy@coloradoleague.org

Civic Affairs + CLCS Action

      Kyle DeBeer   |   advocacy@clcsaction.org

 MEMBERSHIP + WEBSITE

      General Questions  |  web@coloradoleague.org 

 SCHOOL SERVICES

      Board Training, School HR + Enrollment Growth 
      Bill Knous   |   boardtraining@coloradoleague.org

Business and Operations Support

      Jennifer Larson   |   business@coloradoleague.org 

Academics & Exceptional Education  

      Karolina Villagrana   |   academic@coloradoleague.org

 GRANTS + OTHER

      Great Schools Colorado (CSP)
      Tanesha Bell   |   greatschools@coloradoleague.org

League Operations + Finance

      Mark Heffner   |   accounting@coloradoleague.org 

Communications, Events + PR

      Pete Mason   |   communications@coloradoleague.org

Contact us



Thank you
Thanks for being here

Don't hesitate to get in touch with us

[Skyview Academy]
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