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Hi, just a reminder that you're receiving this email because you have expressed an interest in Colorado League
of Charter Schools. Don't forget to add info@coloradoleague.org to your address book so we'll be sure to land
in your inbox!

You may unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails.

July 10, 2015

Welcome to another edition of the Friday Wire.  
Let us know if your school is in the news! Please send any articles or
announcements to Stacy Rader, Director of Communications at the League.
Articles and announcements are due by noon on Thursday of each week.   
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ANNOUNCEMENTS

8 Critical Strategies for Compliant Special Education Programming - July 31
School leaders are ultimately responsible for the operation and compliance of special
education programming in their schools. Therefore, it is essential that school leaders,
in addition to special education teachers/coordinators, understand the IDEA
requirements for special education services and make sure their school is in compliance
with these requirements. Join the League for a workshop on Friday, July 31 from 9:00
AM to 3:00 PM in Denver that will equip school leaders with 8 critical strategies for
managing Special Education compliance. Click here for more information and to
register.  

Safety in Secondary School Science Labs Training - August 4 
The League is a proud supporter of an upcoming Safety in Secondary School Science
Labs Training presented by The Laboratory Safety Institute. We encourage secondary
charter schools to send their science educators to this important event. The training is
scheduled for Tuesday, August 4 from 8:00 AM - 3:30 PM at STRIVE Prep - Sunnyside
at 4735 Peoria Street in Denver. Click here for more information.

Free Desks
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T.R. Paul Academy of Arts and Knowledge in Fort Collins has 55 desks to give away to
another charter school. Click here to view a sample of what the desks look like (color is
grey). Desks must be picked up at TPAAK in Fort Collins. A "hodge podge" of other
furniture is available as well such as a few teacher desks and stacking chairs. If
interested, please contact Shannon Keigan, Business Manager at TPAAK at
970-226-2800 or SKeigan@tpaak.org.

Textbooks Available
Imagine Charter School at Firestone has a variety of books available to another charter
school, including:

Houghton Mifflin Reading Copyright 2008. Grades K-5. Teacher materials and
student anthologies (approximately 75-100 per grade).
Shurley English Copyright 2007. Grades 1-8. Teacher resources and student
textbooks (approximately 75-100 per grade).

These books were used as a resource and not a daily curriculum, so they are in good
condition. Accepting any and all offers. Contact Kia at
kia.chapman@imagineschools.com or Lori at lori.olson@imagineschools.com.   

Free Textbooks Available
Twin Peaks Charter Academy in Longmont has multiple text materials available for
free. Interested schools may contact Danielle Feeney at feeney_danielle@svvsd.org to
arrange pick up. The following is available:  

Kindergarten through 2nd grade SRA Imagine It! literacy books with teacher
materials (approx. 108 student texts)
3rd-5th Literacy by Design literacy books, including leveled readers and teacher
materials (approx. 112 student texts)
McDougall Littell Pre-Algebra (2005)- approx. 112 texts
McDougall Littell Algebra (2007) with teacher edition- approx. 99 texts
McDougall Littell Course II (2007) with teacher edition- approx. 75 texts
Glencoe Science Series (2002 & 2008): Motion, Forces and Energy; Electricity
and Magnetism; Waves, Sound and Light; Bacteria to Plants; Human Body
Systems; The Nature of Matter; Chemistry; Life Structure and Function; Animal
Diversity; Earth Materials and Processes; Changing Surface of Earth; Water
Planet; Astronomy (Approx. 40-50 each module)
AP Biology Campbell & Reece 7th edition- 1 text

News Articles

Wings Over the Rockies to open online charter academy this fall
The Denver Post - July 8, 2015
The Wings Over the Rockies Air and Space Museum is no stranger to young visitors
learning about aerospace and aviation within its doors, but this fall will provide a new
opportunity for about 100 youth.

'Shark Week' host meets fellow shark attack survivor
Good Morning America - July 8, 2015
Hunter Treschl, a student at Thomas MacLaren School in Colorado Springs bravely
discusses losing his arm to a shark attack. Donations to help Hunter and his family
with medical expenses can be made at http://www.gofundme.com/huntersrecovery.
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Thousands pack rally to launch Jeffco school board recall effort
Chalkbeat Colorado - July 8, 2015
Thousands of Jefferson County residents packed the local fairgrounds Wednesday night
to learn what they could do to recall three members of their school board whom they
believe are wasting taxpayer dollars, skirting open meeting laws, and disrespecting
teachers and community members.

Experts handicap Colorado's odds on assessment, accountability changes
Chalkbeat Colorado - July 7, 2015
Colorado should be cautiously optimistic about having key changes in its testing
system approved by the U.S. Department of Education, according to education policy
experts surveyed by Chalkbeat Colorado.

Nora Flood Interview on Devil's Advocate
Devil's Advocate - July 6, 2015
Nora Flood, President of the Colorado League of Charter Schools, debunks common
myths about charter schools during a television interview on Devil's Advocate.

How Colorado's school accountability timeline has changed since the testing bill went
into effect
Chalkbeat Colorado - July 6, 2015
When Colorado lawmakers took up the issue of testing in the spring, they also took up
the issue of how to adjust the state's school accountability system.

Kids of helicopter parents are sputtering out
Slate.com - July 5, 2015
In a 2013 survey of college counseling center directors, 95 percent said the number of
students with significant psychological problems is a growing concern on their campus,
70 percent said that the number of students on their campus with severe psychological
problems has increased in the past year, and they reported that 24.5 percent of their
student clients were taking psychotropic drugs.

Boulder Valley parents gathering support for Hebrew charter school
Boulder Daily Camera - July 4, 2015
A group looking to start a Hebrew - or possibly Hebrew plus Arabic - dual-immersion
charter school in Boulder is planning and gathering support, with a goal of opening in
the fall of 2016.

Nine Republicans vying for State Board vacancy
Chalkbeat Colorado - July 2, 2015
Nine candidates have applied for the 3rd District vacancy on the State Board of
Education created when board chair Marcia Neal announced her resignation.

Opinion/Commentary Articles & Press Releases

Please Note: The following is a sampling of opinion articles about charter
schools that appeared in the media over the past week. The opinions in these
articles do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the Colorado League of
Charter Schools.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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On No Child Left Behind law, fix it, don't gut it
The Denver Post - July 7, 2015
But for all its faults, the law did some good things as well that ought to be preserved.
For example, it required states to gather student test data, which helped document
troubling gaps between the nation's middle-class children and their poorer, often
minority peers. Both of the current bills being debated in the House and Senate seek to
scale back elements of federal overreach, although some ideas go too far.

Education Blogs, Forums and Resources   
Below are some other great education reform news, blog and discussion sites that may
be of interest:
Chalkbeat Colorado
Charter Pulse
Charter School Solutions Blog
Charter Schools In Perspective
Chartering Quality Blog (National Association for Charter School Authorizers)
Democrats for Education Reform Blog
EdisWatching.org (Independence Institute)  
National Alliance for Public Charter Schools - The Charter Blog
National Charter School Resource Center

Community Calendar

Safe Schools Youth Summit
Hosted by: Steps to Success
Date: Thursday, July 16 - Friday, July 17
Location: Denver Broncos Boys & Girls Club, 397 Crown Blvd, Denver
Cost: Free
Description: Wouldn't the world be a better place with less bullying and more
kindness? The Safe Schools Youth Summit is two days to work together to cultivate
ideas to stop bullying and to create a safe and supportive school. Together we can
work towards creating positive school climates that nurture the potential of all.
Registration: Click here to register. Students should apply in groups of 3-5, along
with a faculty sponsor from their school. All group members, along with the faculty
sponsor, will attend the Summit.

Webinar - College: The Most Financial Aid in 12 Steps
Hosted by Mountain Financial and Colorado League of Charter Schools
Date: Thursday, July 23
Time: 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM
Location: Online/Webinar
Cost: Free
Description: This one hour webinar teaches parents:

About the importance of EFC (Expected Family Contribution).
How colleges use the EFC to determine financial aid packages.
How strategies can be implemented to maximize aid offers regardless of income
or asset levels.

Rather than teaching you how to save more money, this event seeks to teach you how
to reduce the total out-of-pocket cost of college.
Registration: Click here to register.

A Program for Transformative Teachers: Cultivating Resilient and Ethical
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Young Leaders
Hosted by Eagle County Schools and Massachusetts Institute of Technology's (MIT)
Dalai Lama Center for Ethics and Transformative Values
Date: Thursday, July 23
Time: 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM
Location: Eagle County Schools, Board Room, 757 East Third Street, Eagle, CO
Cost: $100 per person until July 15. $150 per person after July 15.
Description: This one day workshop is for high school and middle school teachers and
is aimed at creating a supportive community of teachers with the tools and methods
for fostering resilient and ethical young leaders.
Registration: Click here for more information and to register.

2015 CASE Education Leadership Convention
Hosted by by Colorado Association of School Executives (CASE)
Dates: Monday, July 27 - Friday, July 31
Location: Beaver Run Resort, 620 Village Road, Breckenridge
Description: CASE's largest professional development event of the year is your
one-stop shop for critical learning and sharing best practices with colleagues. Enjoy a
national caliber convention at lower in-state prices with internationally-recognized
speakers, over 70 timely breakout sessions, and a comprehensive legislative and policy
program, all in beautiful Breckenridge, Colorado.
Registration: Click here for more information and to register.

8 Critical Strategies for Compliant Special Education Programming
Hosted by Colorado League of Charter Schools
Date: Friday, July 31
Time: 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Location: Colorado League of Charter Schools' Training Center, 4201 E. Yale Avenue,
Denver
Cost: League members - $175 for one person | $100 for each additional attendee
Non-Members: $225 for one person | $100 for each additional attendee
Audience: School Leaders, Teachers, Instructional Staff, SPED Coordinators, etc.
Description: School leaders (principals, executive directors, etc.) are ultimately
responsible for the operation and compliance of special education programming in their
schools. Therefore, it is essential that school leaders, in addition to special education
teachers/coordinators, understand the IDEA requirements for special education
services and make sure their school is in compliance with these requirements. This
workshop is designed to equip school leaders with 8 critical strategies for managing
Special Education compliance.
Registration: Click here to register. Deadline: Monday, July 27.

Classroom Strategies for Teaching English-Language Learners & Overview for
English Language Development Planning
Hosted by the Colorado League of Charter Schools
Date: Monday, August 3
Time: 9:00 AM - 3:30 PM
Location: Colorado League of Charter Schools Training Center, 4201 E. Yale Avenue,
Denver
Cost: League Members: $175 for one person and $100 per additional attendee;
Non-Members: $200 for one person and $100 per additional attendee
Description: This training will provide an overview for creating an English Language
Development Plan as well as how to utilize the WIDA standards and build a foundation
for classroom strategies that can be incorporated into teaching English Language
learners. The training will focus on strategies that can be used with all levels of English
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Language Learners. In this workshop, participants will learn 1) the key elements of an
effective English Language Development Plan; 2) the basics of WIDA standards and
how to incorporate them into your daily learning objectives; and 3) research-based
strategies that you can use the next day in your classroom.
Registration: Click here to register. Deadline: Monday, July 27.

Safety in Secondary School Science Labs
Supported by the Colorado League of Charter Schools
Presented by The Laboratory Safety Institute
Date: Tuesday, August 4
Time: 8:00 AM - 3:30 PM
Location: STRIVE Prep - Sunnyside, 4735 Pecos Street, Denver
Cost: One person: $495, 2-4 people: $420 (Groups of 5 of more contact LSI for
special pricing).
Description: Safety in Secondary School Science Labs (SSSSL) is an intensive
one-day seminar covering the fundamentals of lab safety and effective lab safety
programs. Topics include: scope of the problem, accidents, legal aspects, emergency
planning, chemical handling, chemical storage, biological and animal hazards, eye and
face protection, hazardous waste management, electrical safety and safety program
planning. Attendees will 1) LEARN how to avoid accidents and injuries with simple,
practical low-cost solutions; 2) DISCOVER how easy it is to avoid costly and time
consuming litigation associated with negligence suits; and 3) receive the RESOURCES
needed to understand the fundamentals of lab safety, to develop or improve your lab
safety program, and to comply with the OSHA Lab standard.
Registration: Click here for more information and to register.

Lunch and Learn: Understanding Pensions and Retirement
Hosted by Appreciation Financial and Colorado League of Charter Schools
Date: Friday, August 7
Time: 11:30 AM - 1:30 PM
Location: Colorado League of Charter Schools' Training Center, 4201 E. Yale Avenue,
Denver
Cost: League Members - Free | Non-Members: $25 per person. Lunch will be provided.
Description: Trying to provide more value to your staff? Please attend this
informational lunch and learn on how to help your teachers, faculty, and staff be better
prepared for retirement. Learn how to interpret PERA pensions, how it impacts social
security, and how basic retirement vehicles (401(k), 403(b), and 457) will help
everyone fill in the income gap in the PERA Pension. During this event you will learn:

How to calculate PERA Pensions
How to purchase service credits and unused time
About 403(b) options that have minimal costs to charter schools

Registration: Click here to register. Deadline: August 5

Discover 17 Teaching Practices Proven to Make a Difference!
Hosted by Great Expectations and Colorado League of Charter Schools
Date: Tuesday, August 11
Time: 9:00 AM - 3:30 PM
Location: Colorado League of Charter Schools' Training Center, 4201 E. Yale Avenue,
Denver
Cost: League Members: $175 for one person and $100 for each additional attendee;
Non-Members: $225 for one person and $100 each additional attendee
Meals: Includes light breakfast and snacks. Lunch will not be provided. Time will be
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allotted and there are many options within walking distance.
Description: Great educators make a GREAT difference! YOU are the deciding factor in
your school's ability to become a beacon of academic excellence. YOU set the tone for
a school climate of mutual respect. Great educators, in fact, do produce results.
Attend this workshop to hear practices that help students become self-directed
learners, productive citizens, effective communicators, critical thinkers, and
cooperative contributors in the classroom as well as in society. Great Expectations
teaching methodology focuses on "best practices" of teaching.
This one day overview will highlight the eclectic approach to teach that encompasses
the very best of what is known about teaching today. The day will be filled with many
activities, strategies and structures that can be implemented and integrated into
classrooms that will build a culture of respect and academic excellence. Great
Expectations and YOU...Making a GREAT difference!
Registration: Click here to register. Deadline: August 3.

CCSP Grant Writers Boot Camp
Hosted by CDE Schools of Choice Unit
Date: Wednesday, August 19
Time: 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Location: Adams 12 Conference Center, 1500 E. 128th Avenue, Thornton
Cost: $25 per person - please bring a check or money order made out to CDE with
your name and school in the memo. Coffee and lunch provided.
Description: A required training for Start-up Grant applicants that takes place 6-8
weeks before the grant application is due.
Registration: Click here to register: Deadline: 8:00 AM on Monday, August 17.
Participants who do not register online cannot be guaranteed meals or space in the
meeting.

Authorizers Meeting
Hosted by CDE Schools of Choice Unit
Date: Friday, August 28
Time: 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM (optional lunch 12:00 - 1:00)
Location: TBD
Cost: Free, coffee and optional lunch
Description: A training offered four times a year at various locations across the state,
designed to highlight best practices and developing and reviewing tools for charter
oversight.
Registration: Click here to register. Deadline: 8:00 AM on Wednesday, August 26.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Take Action! Join the Colorado
Charter Advocacy Network (Colorado CAN)

Join the Colorado Charter Advocacy Network (Colorado CAN) to receive news,
legislative updates and ALERTS about political issues impacting charter schools. Easily
send emails to state legislators weighing in on important political matters
impacting Colorado's charter schools! Visit www.coloradoleague.org and click "Take
Action!"

Find Us on Facebook
Click here to like us on Facebook. 

Follow Us on Twitter 
Click here to follow us on Twitter.
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Let us know if your school is in the news! Please send any articles, comments,
or questions to Stacy Rader. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Visit us online at: http://www.coloradoleague.org
Quick Links...

Conference and Events Calendar
Grants

Forward email

This email was sent to srader@coloradoleague.org by srader@coloradoleague.org | 
Update Profile/Email Address | Rapid removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.

Colorado League of Charter Schools | 2696 S. Colorado Blvd. | Suite 250 | Denver | CO | 80222
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