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Hi, just a reminder that you're receiving this email because you have expressed an interest in Colorado League
of Charter Schools. Don't forget to add info@coloradoleague.org to your address book so we'll be sure to land
in your inbox!

You may unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails.

April 17, 2015

Welcome to another edition of the Friday Wire.  
Let us know if your school is in the news! Please send any articles or
announcements to Stacy Rader, Director of Communications at the League.
Articles and announcements are due by noon on Thursday of each week.   
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Free Constitution Learning Materials for 5th Graders
The James Madison Initiative is a program to educate Colorado's 5th graders about the
U.S. Constitution and Declaration of Independence, to be supplemented by volunteer
classroom speakers. Established in 1996, Liberty Day Institute distributes pocket-sized
copies of the Constitution and Declaration of Independence, flashcards, and teaching
resources to students and teachers throughout the country. Volunteer elected officials,
attorneys and others then visit classes to review the materials with the students. To
bring this free program to your 5th grade classroom, contact eric@libertyday.org or
click here for more information. 

School and office furniture available from Aspen Academy in Littleton
Like new tables, chairs, bookcases and desk suites available. Please contact for photos
and quantities available. Pricing is negotiable especially for larger quantities
purchased.  Furniture will be available for pick up the first week of June. Bookshelves
are available immediately. Please contact Kay Griffin at 303-523-3344 or
griffin.kk@gmail.com for more information or to schedule a showing.

Professional Development Survey
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The Colorado League of Charter Schools continues to be deeply committed to providing
the right professional development opportunities to help charter schools throughout the
state provide the highest-quality public education possible to students. Please take
15 minutes to complete a survey that will help us to fully understand your
school's professional development needs. Your input will help us tailor our
professional development offerings to be as valuable as possible to Colorado charter
schools.
Click here to access the survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com
/s/2015LeaguePD  As an added incentive, everyone who completes the survey will
be entered into a drawing for a chance to win a $50 Amazon Gift Card, sponsored by
Professional Association of Colorado Educators (PACE). Since we know you are already
creating your professional development calendar for next year, we are hoping to collect
survey responses as soon as possible! The survey will close on Friday, April 24 at
5:00 PM. 

News Articles

Denver's first and only all-boys public school to close
Chalkbeat Colorado - April 16, 2015
Less than three years after Denver's first all-boys public charter school opened its
doors, Sims-Fayola International Academy is preparing to close. After external reviews
highlighted financial, logistical, and academic challenges, the charter school's board
voted this winter to shutter Sims-Fayola's middle and high schools, which currently
house grades 6-11 in an office park in far northeast Denver.

Senate Education passes "very small" K-12 funding bill
Chalkbeat Colorado - April 16, 2015
The most modest school-funding bill in recent memory was passed 9-0 Thursday by
the Senate Education Committee after some prolonged member handwringing about
Colorado's K-12 finance woes. Sponsor Sen. Owen Hill, R-Colorado Springs,
acknowledged that Senate Bill 15-267 is a "very small bill."

Parents at Charter School Believe Kids are Being Punished for Opting Out of Tests
CBSDenver - April 15, 2015
In a statement the school said, "This is not meant to be punishment, however
Academy Charter School simply does not have the classroom space or teaching
resources to provide alternative activities to students on test days."

Career Building Academy students start work on new Pueblo facility
KOAA - April 14, 2015
Pueblo County commissioners are showing support for vocational education by allowing
the Career Building Academy to set up shop in the old probation building. Students are
doing the renovation themselves, and are hopeful the hands-on experience will
translate to jobs to replace an aging workforce.

L.A. school district approves plan for two all-girls schools
Los Angeles Times - April 14, 2015
The Girls Academic Leadership Academy, or GALA, will be housed at Los Angeles High
School, a co-ed campus in Mid-Wilshire. The new academy will start with grades 6 and
9, eventually expanding to grades 6 through 12. The start-up budget includes
$333,800 to reconfigure part of the campus and $138,000 for an administrator and an
assistant. The Girls Athletic Leadership School will serve grades 6 through 8, and
target students in Van Nuys, Panorama City or North Hills, starting with up to 125
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students in grade 6 next fall. Charter leaders still are looking for a location and hope to
find space on an L.A. Unified campus.

House committee endorses "pay for success" bill
Chalkbeat Colorado - April 14, 2015
The House Finance Committee Tuesday voted 13-0 to advance a bill that would allow
the state to craft "pay for success" plans.

T.R. Paul, Colo. Early Colleges create middle school
The Coloradoan - April 14, 2015
Starting this fall, Colorado Early Colleges will offer a middle school program (grades 6
through 8) at T.R. Paul Academy of Arts and Knowledge in Fort Collins.

Pearson glitches slow Colorado science, social studies tests
The Denver Post - April 14, 2015
Technical problems plagued online state science and social studies for several hours
Tuesday, the Colorado Department of Education said.

Colorado schools likely won't see big increase in revenue as once hoped
Chalkbeat Colorado - April 14, 2015
It's become increasingly apparent in recent weeks that the state's schools would
receive only a modest funding increase next year, and that fact was underlined with
Tuesday's introduction of the annual school finance bill.

House panel loads lots of changes onto testing bill
Chalkbeat Colorado - April 13, 2015
The House Education Committee Monday added key amendments to a proposed testing
bill, including language that would keep ninth grade language arts and math tests as
part of the state assessment system.

Colorado bill allowing lawsuits against school districts moves forward
The Denver Post - April 13, 2015
A pair of Colorado Senate bills dealing with violence and mental health in schools
received initial approval Monday after a sometimes- emotional hearing.

Colorado Springs mom advocates for end to PARCC testing in Denver rally
Colorado Springs Gazette - April 10, 2015
One of the more drastic anti-testing bills proposed this legislative session drew parents
from one Colorado Springs charter school to speak in support of an overhaul to the
state's testing system.

Opinion/Commentary Articles & Press Releases

Please Note: The following is a sampling of opinion articles about charter
schools that appeared in the media over the past week. The opinions in these
articles do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the Colorado League of
Charter Schools.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Charter school bill to further expand Denver's school choice record
Watchdog (Arena) - April 16, 2015
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Over the last six years, the Denver Public Schools school board leadership has sought
to make charters an integral part of the public school system, and now has 54 charter
schools overall.  This, however, stands in contrast to some of the surrounding districts,
such as Adams 14 district, which has only one charter, as does Cherry Creek Schools,
one of the state's largest and wealthiest districts. Senate Bill 15-216 is now being
considered by the Colorado Legislature that would provide another avenue of charter
school authorization for parents in chronically under-performing school districts who
want to set up charters for their kids.

Education Blogs, Forums and Resources   
Below are some other great education reform news, blog and discussion sites that may
be of interest:
Chalkbeat Colorado
Charter Pulse
Charter School Solutions Blog
Democrats for Education Reform Blog
EdisWatching.org (Independence Institute)  
National Alliance for Public Charter Schools - The Charter Blog

Community Calendar

Webinar: I've DIBEL'd, Now What?
Date: Wednesday, April 22
Time: 2:30 PM - 3:30 PM
Location: Online/Webinar
Cost: Free
Description: Have you ever wondered if you or your teachers are getting the most out
of the student data that you have?  If so, please attend a 60-minute webinar by Dr.
Susan Hall, author of I've DIBEL'd, Now What? Even if you are not using DIBELS there
will be plenty of tips provided in this interactive webinar. Dr. Hall will show you how to
use all types of data (screening, diagnostic, and progress monitoring) to pinpoint what
a struggling reader is missing, how to place him/her in the right skill group, and how
to  figure out when instruction is working and when it needs refinement.
Audio Conference Details:
Conference Number(s): 1-866-579-8110
Participant Code: 466655
To join the meeting:
http://95percentgroup.adobeconnect.com/r3poco66a3q/

Student Learning Platform Demo Day
Hosted by The Colorado Education Initiative and Colorado Department of Education
Date: Thursday, April 23
Time: 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Location: History Colorado Museum, MDC Room, 1200 Broadway, Denver
Cost: Free
Description: This event provides an opportunity for local district and school leaders
and vendors to demonstrate some of the software options for tracking student
progress over time and providing online access to content and assessments that are
available to Colorado schools and districts. In the afternoon participants will discuss the
utility, strengths, and weaknesses of current student learning platform solutions, and
how they might implement software to help personalize learning for
students. Educators can share their experiences using these tools, and discuss using
them in different classroom situations and for different student needs.
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Registration: Click here to register. Deadline: April 13.

Engaged Classrooms: Learning and Teaching for Rigor, Creativity and
Ownership
Hosted by Engaging Schools
Date: Thursday, April 23
Time:  8:00 AM - 3:30 PM
Location: Bill Roberts School, 2100 Akron Way, Denver
Cost: $200 per person. Includes breakfast, lunch, and a copy of Activators: Classroom
Strategies for Engaging Middle and High School Students.
Audience: District leaders, school leaders, department heads and curriculum
coordinators, instructional coaches, and classroom teachers working in middle and high
schools. If you are responsible for teacher induction, this is a wonderful opportunity for
you. Learning support staff and teacher aides will also benefit from this workshop.
Description: This one-day workshop will be focused on creating Engaged Classrooms
for each and every student and will be facilitated by Engaging Schools. Through this
highly-interactive Engaged Classrooms workshop, participants explore practices and
strategies to develop positive, supportive relationships with students and build
high-functioning, high-performing groups of learners. Engaging Schools workshops
provide "learn-it-today, use-it-tomorrow" tools and strategies that you can apply
immediately in your classroom.
Registration: Click here to register.
Questions: Contact Denise Wolk for more information dwolk@engagingschools.org or
by phone at 800-370-2515 ext. 20.

Board Continuing Development Meeting and Webinar
Hosted by CDE Schools of Choice Unit
Date: Friday, April 24
Time: 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM
Location: Colorado League of Charter Schools' Training Center, 4201 E. Yale Avenue,
Denver
Description: A training provided four times a year (two hosted in the Denver Metro
area and two via webinar) to support board members' knowledge of best practice and
evolving policy changes.  
Registration: Click here to register. Deadline: April 22 at 8:00 AM.

Lunch and Learn: Three Reasons Why You Need a Media Literacy Program
Now
Hosted by the Colorado League of Charter Schools and Labragirl Film Project
Date: Wednesday, April 29
Time: 11:30 AM - 1:30 PM
Location: Colorado League of Charter Schools' Training Center, 4201 E. Yale Avenue,
Denver
Cost: League Members: Free | Non Members: $25 per person. Lunch will be provided.
Audience: Principals and Curriculum Leaders
Description: How do you compare to other schools when it comes to media literacy
and 21st century critical thinking skills? Do you want to help your students move from
being apathetic to engaged in their education? Do you want to help your faculty and
students move from being frustrated with common core testing to succeeding with a
common core curricula? Do you want to help your students move from unconsciously
consuming images to thinking critically about the way the media shapes the way they
see the world?
Registration: Click here to register. Deadline: April 24.
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Regional Luncheon
Hosted by Colorado Department of Education Schools of Choice Office
Date: Wednesday, April 29
Time: 11:30 AM - 1:00 PM (optional school tour: 1:15-1:45 PM)
Location: Casa Caliente 8800 S Colorado Blvd,Unit G,, Highlands Ranch
Tour: Platte River Academy 4085 Lark Sparrow Street, Highlands Ranch
Cost/Meals: Participants will purchase their own lunch, $10-12 per person
Description: Six luncheons will be offered throughout the school year. Charter schools
will host the luncheon at a restaurant near their school, followed by an optional tour of
the school. These luncheons are an opportunity for school leaders, administrators,
employees, and board members to network and broaden their knowledge, skills and
resources.
Registration: Click here to register. Deadline: Monday, April 27 at 8:00 AM.

Charter Communicators Network Meeting
Hosted by Colorado League of Charter Schools
Date: Thursday, April 30
Time: 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Location: Colorado League of Charter Schools' Training Center, 4201 E. Yale Avenue,
Denver
Cost: League members - $25 per person. Non-members - $75 per person. Light
breakfast, coffee and lunch will be provided.
Audience: Charter school communications professionals or other charter staff
interested in increasing communications and marketing skills, networking and sharing
communications best practices
Description: Join us for the inaugural Charter Communicators Network Meeting. This
is a chance for charter school communications staff, or any staff interested in building
school communications and marketing efforts, to come together. During these
meetings, attendees will network and share best practices, as well as hear from
experts in the field. Click here to view the April meeting agenda.
Registration: Click here to register. Deadline: April 27.

Western Slope Combined Seminar
Hosted by CDE Schools of Choice Unit
Date: Friday, May 1
Time: 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Location: Durango Rec Center, 2700 Main Avenue, Durango
Cost: $20 per person - Please bring a check or money order made out to CDE with
your name in the Memo
Meals: Continental breakfast and lunch
Description: A training designed to address a variety of training needs of charter
school instructors, leaders, business managers, and board members.
Registration: Click here to register. Deadline: April 29 at 8:00 AM.

PowerSchool: Preparing for End of Year (EOY) Processes
Date: Friday, May 1
Time: 9:00 AM - 3:30 PM
Location: Colorado League of Charter Schools Training Center, 4201 E. Yale Avenue,
Denver
Cost: League members: $75 for one person. $25 for each additional attendee. |
Non-Members: $125 for one person. $25 for each additional attendee.
Audience: Registrar, Secretary, PowerSchool System Administrator, Submissions
Coordinator
Description: The PowerSchool End of Year (EOY) process is used to close out the
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current school year and roll your students over to the grade level and school that each
will be attending during the upcoming school year. This should take place after the
school year is finished, and all final grades have been permanently stored. This session
will cover the steps necessary to prepare for EOY, the reports to be printed before
running EOY, and how to check settings for the new year after running the process.
Participants will receive checklists to help them in the process.
Pre-Requisites: General PowerSchool Navigation Skills; Admin log-in access
Registration: Click here to register. Deadline: April 25.

The Veteran's Home Project Kick-Off Event
Hosted by The Career Building Academy
Date: Saturday, May 2
Time: 5:30 PM - 11:30 PM
Location: TCBA Walsenburg Campus, 23512 U.S. Highway 160, Walsenburg
Cost: Free
Description: Special Appearance by Kayleen McCabe from DIY's Rescue Renovation.
Live entertainment and all-American food. This project house is being built by TCBA
students for military families that have served us by serving our country. With their
loved one being placed into the award-winning Spanish Peaks Veterans Community
Living Center, families will have a warm and welcoming home to come to in the
evening. Nestled at the foothills of the Spanish Peaks, family members can come and
relax, have a home cooked meal and rest by a cozy fire. McCabe states, "Being able to
build a home that helps veterans' families is a great opportunity for these students and
the families. I am thrilled to be a part of it."
Information: http://www.tcbacademy.org/kick-off-event/

Regional Luncheon
Hosted by CDE Schools of Choice Unit
Date: Wednesday, May 6
Time: 11:30 AM - 1:00 PM  (optional school tour 1:15 - 1:45 PM)
Location: Rock Bottom, 3316 Cinema Point Drive, Colorado Springs, CO 80922
Tour: Rocky Mountain Classical Academy, 4620 Antelope Ridge Drive, Colorado
Springs
Cost/Meals: Participants will purchase their own lunch, $10-12 per person
Description: Six luncheons will be offered throughout the school year. Charter schools
will host the luncheon at a restaurant near their school, followed by an optional tour of
the school. These luncheons are an opportunity for school leaders, administrators,
employees, and board members to network and broaden their knowledge, skills and
resources.
Registration: Click here to register. Deadline: Monday, May 4 at 8:00 AM.

Breakfast Briefing: Meeting the Needs of Special Learners
Hosted by Specially Designed, LLC and Colorado League of Charter Schools
Date: Friday, May 8
Time: 8:00 AM - 10:00 AM
Location: Colorado League of Charter Schools' Training Center, 4201 E. Yale Avenue,
Denver
Cost: League Members - Free | Non-Members - $25 per person. Breakfast will be
provided.
Description: Attend this Breakfast Briefing to discover how Specially Designed, LLC
can support school leaders and teachers in crafting, implementing, and evaluating
specialized programming and instruction that meets the needs of a diversity of learners
and the demand for academic achievement. This event is an introduction to the
services available from Specially Designed and how to use these services to drive
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student outcomes.
Registration: Click here to register. Deadline: May 6

Business Managers Network Meeting
Hosted by CDE Schools of Choice Unit
Date: Friday, May 15
Time: 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Location: The Summit Conference and Event Center 411 Sable Blvd. N. Aurora, CO
80011
Cost: $20 per person-Please bring a check or money order made out to CDE with your
name in the Memo
Description: These meetings are hosted jointly by the SOC Unit and the Colorado
League of Charter Schools and occur bi-monthly on Fridays during the school year.
Each meeting includes the Business manager 101 course for those with less than three
years' experience, networking and troubleshooting for more experienced managers,
and Responsive and Technical Expert presentations on key issues of relevance to all
business managers.
Registration: Click here to register. Deadline: May 13 at 8:00 AM. 

Webinar: Why it is Essential and Urgent to Bring Media Literacy into Schools
Part 1 of Three Reasons Why You Need a Media Literacy Program NOW!
Hosted by: Labragirl Film Project
Date: Tuesday, May 19
Time: 10:00 AM - 10:45 AM
Cost: Free
Audience: Charter School Principals and Administrators
Description: How does your school compare when it comes to media literacy and 21st
century critical thinking skills? Do you want to help your students move from being
apathetic to engaged with their education? Do you want to help your faculty and
students move from being frustrated with common core testing to succeeding with a
common core curricula? Do you want to help your students move from unconsciously
consuming images to thinking critically about the way the media shapes the way they
see the world?
If you answered yes to any of the above, attend this webinar to talk film and media
literacy with Labragirl Film Project. 
Registration: Click here to register.

Lunch and Learn: Optional Delivery Model for Special Education Services with
Telepractice
Hosted by the Colorado League of Charter Schools and MySkybridge
Date: Friday, May 22
Time: 11:30 AM - 1:30 PM
Location: Colorado League of Charter Schools' Training Center, 4201 E. Yale Avenue,
Denver
Cost: League Members - Free | Non Members: $25 per person. Lunch will be provided.
Description: MySkybridge invites you to join this session to learn what Telepractice is
and how it can help provide speech therapy services while being cost efficient for your
school. The presenter will discuss how this service delivery model will save your
charter time and money. We will also discuss Myskybridge, a FREE platform for your
school that will allow you to service all your speech students. It's also a tool for multi-
school collaboration.
Registration: Click here to register. Deadline: May 19.
This event is contingent on 5 registrants.
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How to Sell to Charter Schools
Hosted by the Colorado League of Charter Schools
Date: Tuesday, May 26
Time: 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Location: Colorado League of Charter Schools' Training Center, 4201 E. Yale Avenue,
Denver
Cost: $75 per person for vendors who are members of the League's Charter
Marketplace | $99 per person for non-members (members - email Tiffany Kallevik for a
promo code to get the special rate).
Description: Suppliers and Service Providers to the charter school sector are
important; without innovative products and services, charter schools would find it
difficult to stretch their dollars and still achieve outstanding academic results with their
students. Learn how to successfully connect and serve the vibrant charter school
market in Colorado by attending this one-day educational event.
Registration: Click here for more information and to register.

Tech Talk Quarterly Networking Meeting
Hosted by the Colorado League of Charter Schools
Date: Friday, May 29
Time: 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Audience: Charter school administrators and I.T. staff
Location: Space Foundation, 4425 Arrowswest Drive, Colorado Springs, CO 80907
Cost: $25 per person for schools that are members of the Colorado League of Charter
Schools | $75 person for non-members. Breakfast, Lunch and Snacks will be provided.
Description: These meetings enable charter school technology personnel to regularly
network and share best practices with one another. The Colorado League of Charter
Schools hosts, facilitates and coordinates these quarterly meetings in an effort to learn
about, and then provide, the resources and tools needed by schools to: 1) Develop
effective technology plans for their organizations; 2) Develop efficient and
cost-effective methods of implementation; and 3) Maximize the performance of their
technology in growing student achievement levels.
Registration: Click here to register. Deadline: May 27.
Click here to view the meeting agenda.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Take Action! Join the Colorado
Charter Advocacy Network (Colorado CAN)

Join the Colorado Charter Advocacy Network (Colorado CAN) to receive news,
legislative updates and ALERTS about political issues impacting charter schools. Easily
send emails to state legislators weighing in on important political matters
impacting Colorado's charter schools! Visit www.coloradoleague.org and click "Take
Action!"

Find Us on Facebook
Click here to like us on Facebook. 

Follow Us on Twitter 
Click here to follow us on Twitter.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Let us know if your school is in the news! Please send any articles, comments,
or questions to Stacy Rader. 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Visit us online at: http://www.coloradoleague.org
Quick Links...

Conference and Events Calendar
Grants

Forward email

This email was sent to srader@coloradoleague.org by srader@coloradoleague.org | 
Update Profile/Email Address | Rapid removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.

Colorado League of Charter Schools | 2696 S. Colorado Blvd. | Suite 250 | Denver | CO | 80222
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