
Having trouble viewing this email? Click here

Hi, just a reminder that you're receiving this email because you have expressed an interest in Colorado League
of Charter Schools. Don't forget to add info@coloradoleague.org to your address book so we'll be sure to land
in your inbox!

You may unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails.

April 10, 2015

Welcome to another edition of the Friday Wire.  
Let us know if your school is in the news! Please send any articles or
announcements to Stacy Rader, Director of Communications at the League.
Articles and announcements are due by noon on Thursday of each week.   
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Chairs for Sale
Banning Lewis Ranch Academy in Colorado Springs is selling 18" and 16" Virco Solid
plastic chairs. They have 148 of the 18" chairs and 89 of the 16" chairs. They are
asking $25 each. Click here to view a picture. For more information, contact Deann
Barrett at DBarrett@BLRAcademy.org

School and office furniture available from Aspen Academy in Littleton
Like new tables, chairs, bookcases and desk suites available. Please contact for photos
and quantities available. Pricing is negotiable especially for larger quantities
purchased.  Furniture will be available for pick up the first week of June. Bookshelves
are available immediately. Please contact Kay Griffin at 303-523-3344 or
griffin.kk@gmail.com for more information or to schedule a showing.

2015 Colorado Charter Schools Rally at the Capitol
Join hundreds of charter school students, parents, teachers, principals and other
supporters at the 2015 Colorado Charter Schools Rally on Thursday, April 16 at noon.
Hear from state legislators who support choice and innovation in education as well as
from school leaders and students. Also, see your fellow charter schools perform on
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stage, and cheer for the winners of the Charter School Art Contest. Please be sure to
register your school even if you are only planning on attending the rally--we'd love to
know which schools will be there so we can recognize your students during the event.
Click here for more information and to RSVP.

2015 Jared Polis Foundation's Teacher Recognition Awards
New guidelines make it even easier to nominate a favorite Colorado teacher.
Ten Colorado teacher honorees will receive:  

$1,000 personal award
$1,000 honoree-directed school grant toward technology
One iPad or tablet of teacher's choice
JPF Apple Award

Please visit www.jaredpolisfoundation.org and submit your nomination today! Anyone
can nominate a teacher: colleagues, principals, staff, students and parents
All nominations are due by April 17; please email them to
gina@jaredpolisfoundation.org. Nominees and nominators will be notified by early May
2015.    

Hope Street Group National Teacher Fellowship 
Hope Street Group National Teacher Fellows collaborate with state and national
leaders, as well as their colleagues, to develop strategic, practical solutions that
address public policy challenges related to education. Teacher Fellows stay in their
classrooms full time and work with HSG 15-20 hours each month. They receive a
$5,000 stipend for the  twelve-month Fellowship. The application and more information
can be found here: apply.hopestreetgroup.org. Applications are due by Friday, April
17.

News Articles

What to expect as Colorado's accountability timeline runs out for struggling schools,
districts
Chalkbeat Colorado - April 9, 2015
The State Board of Education is holding a study session Thursday with four school
districts that are about to pose a big test to the state's accountability system. The talks
between the board and school officials are intended to inform board members as they
begin a 16-month process to determine how the state will eventually respond to and
attempt to remedy chronic low performance at about 30 schools for the first time since
the system was created. The board held a similar set of meetings last year.

D60's time to report
Pueblo Chieftain - April 9, 2015
Pueblo City Schools (D60) officials will have an opportunity today to show the Colorado
State Board of Education just how much progress it has made toward improving
student achievement as the district prepares to enter the final year on the state
accountability clock. The state board is hosting a meeting this spring with officials from
school districts that are in turnaround or priority improvement status and are entering
the final year on the accountability deadline.

The four other (non-testing) education bills that are on the move at the Capitol this
week
Chalkbeat Colorado - April 7, 2015
While the focus so far this week at the Capitol has been on the budget and on testing,
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other education bills of interest are on the move. Here are the details. The Senate
Tuesday gave 21-14 final approval to Senate Bill 15-216, which would affect the
exclusive chartering authority of districts that are on the state's accountability watch
list for more than three years.

DPS plans for cuts, additions, and shifts in central office
Chalkbeat Colorado - April 7, 2015
Denver Public Schools is cutting approximately 110 positions and adding several dozen
new roles to its central office as part of a restructuring officials say is aimed at shifting
more resources and expertise to schools.

Colorado lawmakers work on changes to state testing
Colorado Springs Gazette - April 7, 2015
The battle over Colorado's testing regimen started Monday in earnest as the first of
several proposals to eliminate some of the almost 30 exams students take between
kindergarten and graduation was heard in a committee.

In Denver enrollment zones, charter middle schools are clear favorite (and 4 other
takeaways)
Chalkbeat Colorado - April 6, 2015
A shift away from neighborhood schools in some parts of Denver is highlighting the fact
that in families' eyes, not all schools are created equal.

Testing opt-out bill gets final Senate approval
Chalkbeat Colorado - April 6, 2015
The Senate voted 28-7 Tuesday morning to pass the bill designed to protect parents'
right to opt students out of state standardized tests.

Report: Colorado kids aren't getting enough exercise
Chalkbeat Colorado - April 6, 2015
Only 46 percent of the Colorado's high-schoolers take at least one physical
education class each week, according to a new report from the Colorado Health
Foundation and the Colorado Health Institute.

Thompson to investigate charter funding
Reporter-Herald News - April 2, 2015
The Thompson school board will look at whether charter schools receive less funding
for their students than other district schools at the request of several board members
as the district crafts its budget for the 2015-16 school year.

Salida del Sol looks to find executive director by May 1
Greeley Tribune - April 1, 2015
Officials at Salida del Sol plan to replace departing Executive Director Rene Gonzalez in
less than a month, and they have few reservations about the quick turnaround.
Gonzalez worked to make Greeley's newest charter school a reality since 2013, and
became executive director in March 2014. He will leave his position June 16 - after the
K-8, dual-language charter school's first full academic year.

Opinion/Commentary Articles & Press Releases

Please Note: The following is a sampling of opinion articles about charter
schools that appeared in the media over the past week. The opinions in these
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articles do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the Colorado League of
Charter Schools.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

EDITORIAL: Precious Cargo, Part Five
Pagosa Daily Post - April 8, 2015
At the end of our first day on the road, following our initial visit to Vision Charter
Academy in Delta, we checked into our motel in Glenwood Springs and ordered
take-out from a local Chinese restaurant. The food was quite decent, and naturally
included the requisite fortune cookies.

EDITORIAL: Precious Cargo, Part Four
Pagosa Daily Post - April 7, 2015
"When I first moved here from Denver for the job, there was nothing here but a dirt
lot. That was a little scary." Montessori teachers Mandi Prout laughed as she thought
back to her arrival in Carbondale ten years ago, to begin work at a brand new charter
school in a mixed 1-3 grade classroom.

EDITORIAL: Precious Cargo, Part Three
Pagosa Daily Post - April 6, 2015
There was a time, many years ago, when I felt myself to be a load of precious cargo.
My parents - a full-time English teacher and a full-time housewife - consistently treated
their young son as a precious addition to their nuclear family... but they didn't treat me
like cargo. Rather, they treated me more like a flower slowly blossoming. It was the
public education system that treated me like precious cargo. Cargo, to be delivered to
the great big world of jobs and careers, at the end of 13 years of public schooling.  In
some kind of undamaged condition, hopefully.

EDITORIAL: Precious Cargo, Part Two
Pagosa Daily Post - April 3, 2015
Teri Kinkade, lead administrator at the Vision Charter Academy was giving us a tour of
a large modular building that the Delta campus uses primarily as classroom space. "We
found a deal; we were kind of fortunate to get it. It was a used modular from Gunnison
County, and we paid only $2,000 for it." Then she laughed. "Then it cost us $40,000 to
set it up, which is crazy."

EDITORIAL: Amend Colorado school immunity bill
The Denver Post - April 3, 2015
If they're determined to push on with that bill, however, they should also be willing to
rectify its weakness: an attempt to lift immunity back to Jan. 1, 2013. Even if that
maneuver would be constitutional, it would certainly not be fair. And given the deal
with the district, it's not needed, either.

Education Blogs, Forums and Resources   
Below are some other great education reform news, blog and discussion sites that may
be of interest:
Chalkbeat Colorado
Charter Pulse
Charter School Solutions Blog
Democrats for Education Reform Blog
EdisWatching.org (Independence Institute)  
National Alliance for Public Charter Schools - The Charter Blog
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Community Calendar

Webinar: Blended Learning Gets Real
Hosted by LightSail
Date: Monday, April 13
Time: 12:00 PM and 3:00 PM (choose one when registering)
Location: Online/Webinar
Cost: Free
Description: Principal Zach Rahn leads an elementary school that used blended
learning as part of a powerful school turnaround. Join this webinar to hear Zach share
his experiences, including:

How attendance and performance improved after the introduction of blended
learning
How his school is using regular formative assessment to improve teaching and
learning
His biggest successes and mistakes while bringing digital tools into classrooms

Registration: Click here to register for the 12:00 PM webinar. | Click here to register
for the 3:00 PM webinar.

Engaged Classrooms: Learning and Teaching for Rigor, Creativity and
Ownership
Hosted by Engaging Schools
Date: Monday, April 13 and Thursday, April 23 (select one when registering)
Time:  8:00 AM - 3:30 PM
Location: Bill Roberts School, 2100 Akron Way, Denver
Cost: $200 per person. Includes breakfast, lunch, and a copy of Activators: Classroom
Strategies for Engaging Middle and High School Students.
Audience: District leaders, school leaders, department heads and curriculum
coordinators, instructional coaches, and classroom teachers working in middle and high
schools. If you are responsible for teacher induction, this is a wonderful opportunity for
you. Learning support staff and teacher aides will also benefit from this workshop.
Description: This one-day workshop will be focused on creating Engaged Classrooms
for each and every student and will be facilitated by Engaging Schools. Through this
highly-interactive Engaged Classrooms workshop, participants explore practices and
strategies to develop positive, supportive relationships with students and build
high-functioning, high-performing groups of learners. Engaging Schools workshops
provide "learn-it-today, use-it-tomorrow" tools and strategies that you can apply
immediately in your classroom.
Registration: Click here to register.
Questions: Contact Denise Wolk for more information dwolk@engagingschools.org or
by phone at 800-370-2515 ext. 20.

Administrator Mentoring Cohort
Hosted by CDE Schools of Choice Unit
Date: Tuesday, April 14
Time: 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM
Location: University Prep, 2409 Arapahoe Street, Denver
Cost: $20 per person. Lunch will be provided.
Description: A mentoring program that meets five times a year, geared toward new
administrators or experienced administrators that are new to the charter school
environment (though administrators outside these categories are welcome).
Administrators will work as a cohort team, work one-on-one with a mentor, and
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participate in site observations as they build leadership capacity among new charter
school administrators.
Registration: Click here to register. Deadline: April 12 at 8:00 AM.

Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training (ASIST)
Presented by Douglas/Arapahoe Suicide Prevention Alliance (DASPA)
Date: Tuesday, April 14 and Wednesday, April 15
Time: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM
Location: Douglas County Sheriff's Office - Highlands Ranch Substation, 9250 Zotos
Drive, Highlands Ranch
Cost: $25 per person for DASPA members | $50 per person for non-members
Description: ASIST is a 2-day workshop designed to teach skills to confidently
intervene with someone at risk of suicide. ASIST is a standardized suicide intervention
program developed by LivingWorks Education, Inc.
Registration/Information: Click here for more information and to register.

2015 Colorado Charter Schools Rally at the Capitol
Today's Students. Tomorrow's Leaders.
Hosted by Colorado League of Charter Schools
Date: Thursday, April 16
Time: 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM
Location: Colorado State Capitol, West Steps, Denver
Description: Join hundreds of charter school students, parents, teachers, principals
and other supporters at the 2015 Colorado Charter Schools Rally on Thursday, April 16
at Noon. Hear from state legislators who support choice and innovation in education.
Also, see your fellow charter schools perform on stage!
Registration: Please click here to register for the 2015 Colorado Charter Schools Rally
at the Capitol, to reserve Capitol tours and/or to register to attend the Student Debate
in the Old Supreme Court Chambers.
Capitol tours are available on a first come, first served basis. There is a limit of 30
people (including chaperones and students) per tour.
If you have any questions, please email Donnell Rosenberg at
drosenberg@coloradoleague.org.

Colorado Early Literacy Symposium 2015
Hosted by Scholastic
Date: Thursday, April 16 
Time: 9:00 AM - 1:30 PM
Location: Phillip S. Miller Library, CR Bank Room East, 100 S. Wilcox Street, Castle
Rock
Cost: Free
Description: Please join Scholastic as we explore how to provide all students with
instruction that identifies, monitors, and addresses their learning needs.  
Registration: Click here to register. For more information email Mark Turner at
mturner@scholastic.com.  Deadline: April 10.

PowerSchool: PowerScheduler-Preparing your Master Schedule
Hosted by the Colorado League of Charter Schools and the Colorado Charter School
Institute
Date: Friday, April 17
Time: 9:00 AM - 3:30 PM
Location: Colorado League of Charter Schools Training Center, 4201 E. Yale Avenue,
Denver
Description: Get an in-depth look at the Load Only process in PowerScheduler.
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Attendees will: 1) learn how to build a master schedule (already prepared, but needs
to be entered into PowerSchool), 2) learn how to prepare Student and Teacher
Information, 3) learn how to collect/enter Student Request, 4) hear about available
constraint options and how they affect the ability to load students, 5) hear about the
actual Load process, various reports available, and follow up steps needed to finalize
scheduling. This will be a hands-on workshop that will allow attendees to follow each
step in their own system and leave with the skills and tools needed to complete their
school's scheduling process.
Registration: Click here to register. Deadline: April 10.

Colorado Illuminate User's Group Meeting
Hosted by Colorado League of Charter Schools and Illuminate Education
Date: Monday, April 20
Time: 9:30 AM - 2:00 PM
Location: Daniels Fund, 101 Monroe, Denver
Cost: Free, lunch will be provided
Description: This day will provide an overview of basic navigation, creating and
accessing pre-built and custom reports, the various types of assessments, student
groups, data analysis, gradebook, report cards and more. Topics that will be covered
include: Populating Core Data Spec Files-an easier solution; Reports; Student Groups;
Data Analysis; New Features in Illuminate.
Audience: Illuminate users, administrators, teachers, registrars
What to bring: Computer
Registration: Click here to register. Deadline: April 10
Event is contingent on a minimum of 10 attendees.

Student Learning Platform Demo Day
Hosted by The Colorado Education Initiative and Colorado Department of Education
Date: Thursday, April 23
Time: 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Location: History Colorado Museum, MDC Room, 1200 Broadway, Denver
Cost: Free
Description: This event provides an opportunity for local district and school leaders
and vendors to demonstrate some of the software options for tracking student
progress over time and providing online access to content and assessments that are
available to Colorado schools and districts. In the afternoon participants will discuss the
utility, strengths, and weaknesses of current student learning platform solutions, and
how they might implement software to help personalize learning for
students. Educators can share their experiences using these tools, and discuss using
them in different classroom situations and for different student needs.
Registration: Click here to register. Deadline: April 13.

Board Continuing Development Meeting and Webinar
Hosted by CDE Schools of Choice Unit
Date: Friday, April 24
Time: 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM
Location: Colorado League of Charter Schools' Training Center, 4201 E. Yale Avenue,
Denver
Description: A training provided four times a year (two hosted in the Denver Metro
area and two via webinar) to support board members' knowledge of best practice and
evolving policy changes.  
Registration: Click here to register. Deadline: April 22 at 8:00 AM.

Lunch and Learn: Three Reasons Why You Need a Media Literacy Program
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Now
Hosted by the Colorado League of Charter Schools and Labragirl Film Project
Date: Wednesday, April 29
Time: 11:30 AM - 1:30 PM
Location: Colorado League of Charter Schools' Training Center, 4201 E. Yale Avenue,
Denver
Cost: League Members: Free | Non Members: $25 per person. Lunch will be provided.
Audience: Principals and Curriculum Leaders
Description: How do you compare to other schools when it comes to media literacy
and 21st century critical thinking skills? Do you want to help your students move from
being apathetic to engaged in their education? Do you want to help your faculty and
students move from being frustrated with common core testing to succeeding with a
common core curricula? Do you want to help your students move from unconsciously
consuming images to thinking critically about the way the media shapes the way they
see the world?
Registration: Click here to register. Deadline: April 24.

Regional Luncheon
Hosted by Colorado Department of Education Schools of Choice Office
Date: Wednesday, April 29
Time: 11:30 AM - 1:00 PM (optional school tour: 1:15-1:45 PM)
Location: Casa Caliente 8800 S Colorado Blvd,Unit G,, Highlands Ranch
Tour: Platte River Academy 4085 Lark Sparrow Street, Highlands Ranch
Cost/Meals: Participants will purchase their own lunch, $10-12 per person
Description: Six luncheons will be offered throughout the school year. Charter schools
will host the luncheon at a restaurant near their school, followed by an optional tour of
the school. These luncheons are an opportunity for school leaders, administrators,
employees, and board members to network and broaden their knowledge, skills and
resources.
Registration: Click here to register. Deadline: Monday, April 27 at 8:00 AM.

Charter Communicators Network Meeting
Hosted by Colorado League of Charter Schools
Date: Thursday, April 30
Time: 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Location: Colorado League of Charter Schools' Training Center, 4201 E. Yale Avenue,
Denver
Cost: League members - $25 per person. Non-members - $75 per person. Light
breakfast, coffee and lunch will be provided.
Audience: Charter school communications professionals or other charter staff
interested in increasing communications and marketing skills, networking and sharing
communications best practices
Description: Join us for the inaugural Charter Communicators Network Meeting. This
is a chance for charter school communications staff, or any staff interested in building
school communications and marketing efforts, to come together. During these
meetings, attendees will network and share best practices, as well as hear from
experts in the field. Click here to view the April meeting agenda.
Registration: Click here to register. Deadline: April 27.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Take Action! Join the Colorado
Charter Advocacy Network (Colorado CAN)

Join the Colorado Charter Advocacy Network (Colorado CAN) to receive news,
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legislative updates and ALERTS about political issues impacting charter schools. Easily
send emails to state legislators weighing in on important political matters
impacting Colorado's charter schools! Visit www.coloradoleague.org and click "Take
Action!"

Find Us on Facebook
Click here to like us on Facebook. 

Follow Us on Twitter 
Click here to follow us on Twitter.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Let us know if your school is in the news! Please send any articles, comments,
or questions to Stacy Rader. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Visit us online at: http://www.coloradoleague.org
Quick Links...

Conference and Events Calendar
Grants

Forward email
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